2004 CALLIOPE AWARD RECIPIENT: Laurie Darman
Untold numbers of students have entered the high schools and colleges of Florida, as well as 49 other states and several foreign countries, with a love for classical mythology and a positive image of classical literature and language because they encountered Laurie Darman or her influences during their elementary or middle school years. Laurie Darman has been an active and enthusiastic ACL member since 1986. She became a member of the ACL through her participation as a fellow of the NEH Aeneid Institute. It was at this Institute that Laurie began to study the classics and to develop materials and methods for making these materials come alive for elementary and middle school students. Laurie became a charter member of Elementary Teachers of Classics (now Excellence Through Classics for Elementary and Middle Levels) and has served on the executive committee as secretary, vice chair, chair, and past chair. She was chair of the National Mythology exam from its inception until 2003 and continues to serve on this committee as a general editor and composer of the questions on the Aeneid. 

As an ETC member, Laurie has been very active in all ETC projects. She worked diligently with other ACL/ETC members to create the Classics Teaching Packets for elementary and middle school teachers published through the TMRC. These activity packets, containing ready to use learning experiences related to mythology and the classics, grew outof Laurie's organization of "Classics for Kids" a number of years ago. Her impetus was to make teaching the classics a teacher-friendly activity, and to encourage those teachers who had not studied the classics extensively to undertake the task of providing a joyous introduction to classical studies to young learners. These very popular Classics Teaching Packets have provided rich and exciting educational experiences for many elementary and middle school students throughout the United States. 

Laurie was the creator and driving force behind the National Mythology Examination. Through her vision and determination, she gathered a committee and led that committee in writing and publishing the first exam 14 years ago. This venture has grown through her hard work and organization until approximately 10,000 students from the United States and four foreign nations participated in recent exams. This exam would not be possible without the many hours of work Laurie has poured into it. The National Mythology Exam has enticed thousands of young students over the years to challenge themselves to a better understand of mythology and classical literature. 

Laurie currently teaches middle school classes at Pinecrest Academy in Boca Raton, Florida. She consistently integrates classical humanities into her teaching curriculum, leads students to find the joy in these studies, encourages teachers across the country to introduce the study of classical myth, literature, and language, and allows middle school students to experience other cultures through foreign travel. She is a master teacher and an asset to the Classics profession. 

ETC is proud to have Laurie as a founding member and as the recipient of the first Calliope Award.
